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CHRISTIANITY AND THE SWORD.

CHRISTIANITY i8 ‘‘the power of God unto
salvation to every one that believeth.” Rom.
1:16. The salvation which Christianity
brings is salvation from sin. The belief which
Christianity enjoins is belief of the word of
God. - The power of sin is the strongest power
with which a human being has to contend;
and this power is broken and overcome by
faith. The fight which the Christian wages
is the ‘‘good fight of faith.” Christianity has
no use for the sword. )

But there is a power which properly bears
the sword, and that is the civil power. This
power is ordained of God, but for a purpose
altogether distinct from that served by Chris-
tianity. The civil power is not ordained to
save men from sin, but to maintain a degree
of order, peace, and:justice between man and
man, in the earth, necessary to the realization
of the ends of earthly existence. It is in the
interest of these things that civil govern-
ment, as ordained of God, exists. It is to
promote these that it bears the sword.
The sword of conquest serves a different

purpose. The civil power was not ordained
to bear this sword. It was not ordained to
war.

While, therefore, Christianity is a power
altogether distinct from the civil power, hav-
ing no use for its weapons, and operating in
a different sphere, it is not against that
power. The two powers, operating without
any perversion of their appointed means, work
in harmony. Both aim to promote peace on
earth—the one by the power of God operating
in the heart, eliminating therefrom all desire
for strife, and the other by the power or-
dained of God to hold in check those from
whose hearts the power of God unto salvation
is shut out.

The fact that the civil power bears the
sword and not the olive branch, makes its
work not the less in the interests of peace.

That power must needs come in conflict with
certain ones, not because it seeks for strife,
but because there are some who will not
maintain peace with it. It is the latter who
break the peace and not the civil power.
The charge is often brought against Chris-
tianity, that it is a promoter of strife; and
in a sense this is true, for Jesus Christ him-
gelf said, ‘“Think not that I am come to send
peace on earth; I am not come to send peace,
but a sword.” Matt. 10:34. This does not
mean, however, that a Christian will ever pick
a quarrel with any one, or in any way seek to
stir np contention. The work of Christianity
is to reconcile man to God. Man is at enmity
with God; this is the condition of all men
naturally. There is war—war against God’s
government and law. Christianity seeks to
bring peace in the place of that war; and if
peace does not come as a result of its influ-
ence, it is because the carnal heart persists in
its warfare. There was peace in all the uni-
verse until the law of God was violated. The
work of Christianity is to restore again that
peace, by bringing God’s creatures into har-
mony with his law.

The work to which the civil power is or-
dained of God, is defined by the Apostle Panl
in the thirteenth chapter of Romans. We
are there told that ¢‘rulers are not a terror to
good works, but to the evil;” and we are
counseled, ‘Do that which is good, and thou
shalt have praise of the same: for he is the
minister of God to thee for good. But if
thou do that which is evil, be afraid, for he
beareth not the sword in vain; for he is the
minister of God, a revenger to execute wrath
upon him that doeth evil.” It is a fact that
civil rulers sometimes attempt to be a terror
to good works, and to execute wrath mpon
those that do good, but such instances result
not from the exercise of the power which
God ordained, but from its perversion. It is
likewise a perversion of that power to use it
for the purpose of foreign.conquest, or to stir
up strife between nation and nation. In the
ordinance of God, the civil power bears the
sword only against evil-doers. Only in that
capacity can it be the minister of God, as
described in the chapter from which we have
quoted.

The accepted theories upon which ecivil
governments are conducted, and their rights
asgerted, have of course no force to the Chris-
tian in the face of that which God commands.

He believes in civil government as opposed to
anarchy, and he will support it in that work
to which God ordained it, namely, the pres-
ervation of natural rights. It is for this
cause that he pays tribute; that payment is a
recognition of the right of civil government
to exist. But he cannot admit the right of
the civil power to impose upon him require-
ments which conflict with those of Christian-
ity. He cannot surrender his soul into the
keeping of that power. He remembers that
in matters involving moral actions, he must
give account to God; and the civil power
will constitute no shield for him in that ac-
counting.

From his own conscience, instructed by the
word of God, the Christian must decide for
himself wherein he cannot accept the require-
ments of the civil power, as being opposed to
the requirements of God. Seventh-day Chris-
tians, for example, have decided that they
cannot consistently do as the civil power re-
quires in the observance of Sunday. In this,
however, they do not take the side of anarchy,
in opposition to civil government as such, but
the side of civil government as opposed to
a perversion of the same. And as the perver-
gion of any power naturally tends to its de- -
gtruction, opposition to such perversion con-
stitutes real smpport to civil government, as
truly ag does the paying of tribute.

Other Christians have decided that they
cannot, at the behest of the civil power, take
the lives of their fellow-mortals in martial
combat; and it iz not for anyone to class them
with anarchists, or opposers of civil govern-
ment, on this account. In the face of that
divine command which says, ‘“Thou shalt not
kill,” a conscientious opposition to the taking
of human life is certainly entitled to respect.
Whether the civil power can rightfully exer-
cise the function of its office to the extent of
taking human life, is a question concerning
which secular anthorities are at issue among
themselves. It is not for the civil power to
attempt to direct any man’s conscience. The
guide of conscience is the Word of God; and
it remains for the Christian  to instruct his
conscience by that word, seeking for that
divine assistance which is promised him
therein; then to do as his conscience may
dictate, and abide the consequences.

The only sword which can further the
purposes of Christianity, is the ‘‘sword of
the Spirit, which is the word of God.” s.
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* POWERFUL” SERMONS AND ¢ SOUND

MONEY.”

It is announced that the Rev. Dr. John P.
Newman, Methodist Episcopal Bishop of San
Francisco, has entered the political campaign
with a ¢“plan to have every one of the thou-
sand ministers in the conferences committed
to his charge use their influence in the pulpit
and out of it against the success of ‘¢free
gilver.”

The Detroit Free Press, of August 4, makes
mention of a °¢ powerful sermon ” recently
preached by Bishop Newman at Asbury Park.
No sinners were converted by it howerver, as
we are told that the sermon was not against
sin, but ‘“‘against the white metal.” It isnot
go important now, it seems, to turn sinners
from sin torighteousness, as to turn men from
what is deemed political heresy.  Bishop
Newman declares, says the spme journal, ‘‘that
in the present campaign clergymen of all de-
nominations, Protestant az well as Catholic,
have a duty to perform that islittle lesssacred
and important than that which confronted
them during the anti-slavery agitation. He
holds that Christian ministers should preach
the doctrine of sound money from the pul-
pits.”

Of course, every person can ‘‘preach the
doctrine of sound money,” according to his
own view of the same; and in these days,
when ¢ preaching” is in general so little re-
lated to the statements of Scripture, this may
not be a difficult thing to do. What the
Bible doctrine of ‘‘sound money” is, we be-
lieve no one hagattempted to say. The Bible
does speak about money and treasures in many
texts, but what it says is for the most part
ignored in the financial transactions of this
day. It speaks about not putting out money
to usury, about giving money to the poor,
and about the ‘‘tithe” which belongs to the
Lord. It counsels men.to lay up treasure in
heaven. It speaks also of the treasure which
the rich have ‘‘heaped together” for the last
days, by defrauding the poor, and of the
““rust” of their heaped up gold and silver,
which will be a witness against them before
God. But we imagine a sermon preached
‘from these texts would not be considered
as of any great value for campaign pur-
poses.

The Free Press does not see very easy sail-
ing ahead for the bishop’s project. ¢ When
the good bishop gets back to California,” it
says, ‘‘and seeks to hold 1,000 pulpits in
line for a defense of the present monetary
standard, there is likely to be trouble. In
many, if not a majority of the parishes, the
free silver sentiment just now predominates,
and with the general ticklishness that prevails
on the question of politics in the pulpit, the
campaigning of Bishop Newman’s ministers
for sound money would stir up a Methodist
excitement outrivaling any camp meeting fer-
vor ever heard of.”

Yes; there is nothing like a mixture of re-
ligion and politics to stir np excitement, and
that of a kind which does not promote the
cause of Christianity. Bishop Newman seems
to be aware of this; but is not swerved thereby
from his purpose. He says: ¢‘If such a stand
on the part of the clergy causes dissension in
the churches, let the dissension come. Better
dissension in the churches for the sake of the
right, than peace and quiet while dishonor
triumphs and the sappers and miners of
the national credit are enthroned in high
places.” ’

“Dissension in the churches” is bad enough
when the opposing forces divide over some
principle of religious truth; but when the

churches divide over politics, the situation is
indefensible. It ig a baleful sign of the times
that eminent clergymen are more willing to
welcome additional dissension in the churches
than to give up politics. “Why can they not
see that the momentous and eternal interests
committed to their hands as ambassadors of
Christ seeking the salvation of souls, demand
that they should keep out of politics alto-
gether. S.

-

THE EASTERN QUESTION.

THE Sun, of this city, in its issue of the
23rd, ult., printed the following from its
London correspondent under date of the pre-
vious day:—

No information is vouchsafed yet about the negoti-
ations between the powers for the settlement of the
Cretan troubles, and it is shrewdly suggested of the
whole.Turkish question that the signs multiply that
the British Government is at last making up its mind
to a definite and drastic policy. It is highly signifi-
cant that the London Standard has come over to com-
plete acceptance of Mr. Gladstone’s view of the situa-
tion. It says: ‘‘By its persistent neglect of the reit-
erated warnings to put its house in order, and the
first step to that end should be the concession of au-
tonomy to Crete, the Porte courts the ‘punishment
that must in the end overtake an empire which disre-
gards its duty to its subjects. There was a time when
this country, as it showed by its deeds, was willing to
make any sacrifice in order to preserve the integrity
of Turkey. We should still be unwilling to hasten
its division, but the persistent misgovernment of the
Sultan has made it impossible for an Englich minis-
ter tosuggest the idea of going to war-in defense of so
rotten a system.”

The same newspaper which, more than any other,
voices government opinion also says: ‘‘Great Britain
will ac% with the powers, not independently of them.
She does not want Crete, as even the Continental
press i8 beginning to understand. What she does
want is to see that island so pacified that it will cease
to be a danger to the peace of Europe, and pacified in
a permanent sense. Crete will never be so long as
she forms an integral part of the dominions of the
Sultan.”

This shows very clearly the exceedingly
critical crisis which has been reached in East-
ern affairs, and no man knows what a day
may bring forth.

That the Armenians and the Cretans have
both suffered untold wrongs at the hands of
the Turkish power must be admitted by all.
Tuarkish rule can not but be regarded as in-
tolerable by all who know even the first princi-
ples of human rights, and these peoples justly
command the sympathy of the civilized world.
But that there is not wanting wrong on the
part of political agitators is also patent.

While there has been persecution for con-
science’ sake in Armenia, while innocent non-
combatants, have been butchered in cold blood
or indescribably outraged simply because they
were not Mohammedans, occasion for these
attrocities has deliberately been afforded by
agitators who hoped by provoking the Turks
and Kurds to deeds of rapine, murder and
outrage, to sorouse the powers that they wounld
with one accord demand autonomy for Ar-
menia. Never was more henious crime per-
petrated against unoffending people than that
of which Armenian agitators have been guilty,
if we may credit the evidence of men who,
being upon the ground, are in a position to
know the whole truth.

Rev. George C. Raynolds, missionary in
Van, Turkey, in an article published in the
Independent, of this city, August 13, says:—

The sympathy justly manifested toward the Arme-
nians, in view of the cruel wrongs under which they
were suffering, awakened hope on the part of the re-
volutionary leaders that the Powers would take up
their cause, some of them being foolish enough to ex-
pect that an autonomous State would be established
for them. When these manifestations of sympathy
slackened, or the hope of outside interference les-

sened, they felt that something more tangible in the
way of oppression was needed to spur on the flagging
zeal of the Powers; and so, three or four years ago,
we began to hear of plans to stir up the Kurds to com-
mit some great outrage, which should horrify Europe
and lead to the realization of their hopes. It was to
no purpose to assure them that the least suspicion of
overt effort on their part to secure such a result would
estrange, instead of attracting, the sympathy of Eu-
rope. However, the Turk did not wait for their ini-
tiative, but substantially unprovoked, horrified the
civilized world by the fiendish barbarity of Sasefin.
A cry for redress went up from the civilized world,
and especially from the Eoglish-speaking nations,
which the ruling class could not ignore; and bopes,
alas, false, were kindled in the hearts of the Arme-
nians, and the revolutionary party among them took
on new boldness, while the Moslems were stirred up
to still greater fanaticism.

And now comes the saddest episode in all modern
history, the terrible series of massacres which began
last autumn—and which have culminated, I trust, in
the events of the last fortnight—wbich have made
this blue lake to blush with the blood of thousands
slain among the green valleys and snow-capped peaks
which surround it. That the Turks can be justified
for the utterly barbarous and unspeakably cruel
methods they have pursued in their efforts to eradi-
cate rebellion, surely no one will claim. One is loth
to believe that human nature is capable of taking de-
light in chopping to pieces men, women and children
—as has been done to scores of those brought to us
every day—and in inflicting such unimaginable suf-
fering as is now endured by the thousand wretches
who crowd the places about us. Any claim the Turk
may have made to rank among civilized or semi-civ-
ilized nations, they have thus resigned, and relegated
themselves to the condition of their ancestors of the
time of Tamerlane. The blood of slaughtered thou-
sands, the mass of whom were in no sense rebels, pro-
tests to heaven against the savagery of this complacent
people.

But, on the other hand, the revolutionists are not

less to blame than the Turks themselves for the events
of these bloody months. It was their ill-advised dem-
onstration at Constantinople that first lighted the fires
of fanaticism last fall and early winter that swept
over theland a very besom of destruction. Van alone
of all the large cities of the land then escaped. It
certainly seemed that the testimony of those months
of carnage, taken in connection with the attitude of
the Powers in drawing back and allowing the Turk to
work his own sweet will, was enough to prove to any
80 obtuse as not already to have learned the lesson,
that revolutionary methods and demonstrations could
not fail to increase, instead of alleviating the intoler-
able burden that was resting on the Armenian people.
But here in Van, three different revolutionary socie-
ties, each with its leaders from abroad, persisted in
keeping up their criminal propaganda. Men dressed
in a way especially to irritate the Turk, and armed to
the teeth, kept up nightly patrols of thestreets, fre-
quently coming under the observation of the Turkish
patrols, and, in one instance. having a brush with
them, in which a Turkish soldier was killed. = They
issued proclamations abusing the Sultan and inciting
the people to revolt, and nearly all of these docu-
ments fell into the hands of the Vali. They kept up
a regular system of forced contributions to a ‘‘ Patri-
otic” fund, with the repeated accompaniments of
housebreaking and murder. They assassinated one
prominent ecclesiastic and several prominent men for
not being sufficiently subservient to their purposes.
They would be found all armed and equipped, in
private houses, when one went to make holiday
calls. ..
A strange infatuation prevailed among the leaders
and infused itself among their followers; and they
would listen to no argument or appeal. It is easy to
see how intensely such a course would arouse the
Moslem leaders. The outlying Kurds, who had bad
frequent encounters with these revolutionists, as they
passed between here and the bordor, and had lost a
good many influential men by their rifle balls, were
aroused to the extremist hate of the very name of rev-
olutionists. It is not then to be denied that there was
in Van an organized revolutionary party, of consid-
erable strength, well known and sufficient to justify
the government in taking vigorous steps to sup-
press it.

This revolutionary leaven has not penetrated the
whole nation, though it has extended much further
than we could wish; but what I desire to ask of the
friends of humanity in my native land is that they
will distinguish between the poor Armenians who are
now suffering so cruelly in this land. and of whom so
many have already given up their lives, rather than
sacrifice their faith in our common Saviour [italics
ours, Ep. SENTINEL], and the blatant revolutionists
who have 80 cruelly betrayed them. For the former
we still entreat that you will extend them the aid they
are 8o much in need of, and without which they can-
not survive, though we know many of you have al-
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ready taxed yourselves almost to the limit of your
ability. For the latter I ask that you will withhold
both encouragement in moral lines and pecuniary aid,
and do the best you can to put an end to the nefari-
ous business in which they have been solong engaged,
and which has brought such untold horrors on a land
they profess to love.

Such we believe is a true statement of the
Eastern situation to-day, so far as Armenia is
concerned. How far similar inflnences have
been or are now at work in Crete remains to
be seen.

>

THE PREACHER IN CIVIL AFFAIRS.

An Opinion by Judge Sage, of Cincinnati.

AT a recent session of the United States
Circuit Court in Cincinnati, O., Judge Sage
presiding, a case was tried in which the de-
fendant, who was convicted, plead for some
mitigation of the penalty on the ground that
two of the witnesses against him, one of whom
had acted as a detective, were ministers of the
gospel. This drew from the judge the follow-
lowing comment:—

Two gentlemen, who are clergymen. were called
upon the stand, and testified as witnesses for the gov-
ernment. It appears that they had at different times
in this case acted as detectives. One of them had
been employed specially in this way. Now, the coun-
gel for defendants have commented on this. They
have the right to comment. They dwelt upon the
unfitness of such performances on the part of those
whose profession it is to preach the gospel of Jesus
Christ.

Now, gentlemen, perhaps it is not improper that in
this connection I state in very few words my own
convictions in this matter, so you can see that I am
not under the influence of any prejudice or bias.
Jesus Christ lived in this world at a time when there
were about as many bad laws and as few good laws as
at any time in the world’s history. It does not ap-
pear that he ever asked for the repeal of any existing
law, or for the enactment of any new law. Certainly,
if he made any proposition clear and distinct, it was
that his kingdom was not of this world. I havesome-
times thought that in these modern times some of his
followers, some even of his ministers, have practically
committed themselves to the proposition that it will
be impossible to evangelize this world without an act
of the legislature. I do not believe it. I believe ex-
actly what was said by the Saviour of the world him-
self, that the devil is the prince of this world. I be-
lieve that Christianity is the exhibition in this world
of the power of thelove of God Almighty through
Jesus Christ his Son; and it is my opinion that when-
ever one_ of his ministers appeals from the Bible to a
statute book, or from the Almighty to the governor
of a State, or the mayor of a city, or the judge of a
court, he makes a mistake and lowers his standard.
I don’t think the Almighty takes much stock in that
sort of thing.

History teaches us that the most wonderful, nay,
miraculous progress of Christianity was achieved in
the first centuries after Christ, when the power and
the wealth and the learning of the world were opposed
to it, and the strong arm of its governments was ap:
plied to persecute its disciples even to torture and to
death. On the other hand, the time when Christian-
ity fell into an almost fatal embrace was when later
it accepted an alliance with the State and undertook
to advance and strengthen itself by human legislation
and human power.

Now, gentlemen, these are my views; so thatI have
not any prejudices in favor of clerical efforts, except-
ing those that are in reliance upon spiritual power.
Bat let me refer you to an incident in the life of Jesus
Christ himself that indicates that a minister may
properly take a hand sometimes in the affairs of this
world. The occasion to which I refer was when Jesus
Christ found men in the temple selling oxen, sheep
and doves, and the changers of money sitting. And
when he had made a scourge of small cords, he drove
them all out ot the temple, and the sheep and oxen,
and poured out the changers’ money, and overthrew
the tables.

I recognize also, gentlemen, that because a man is a
clergyman he does not cease to be a citiz¢n ; and while
I do not believe in any attempt to promote Christian-
ity by statute, wholly or in part, I do believe that if
there is a crying evil, whether intemperance, or sab-
bath-breaking, or lotteries, or any other species of
crime, the clergy have as good right as other good cit-
izens to intervene.

The incongruity presented in the course of

the clergyman detective was apparent to the
judge, although the latter’s attention may be
supposed to be but little given to other than
secular affairs. Of course, the clergyman had
a right to act as a detective; he has the
same right that other citizens have. But
this fact does not settle the question whether
it was right for him to doashedid. ‘‘Rights,”
or ‘‘aright,” have a narrower meaning than
‘‘right.” The former refers only to a man’s
relation to his fellows; the latter embraces
also his relation to God. It is often right,
from a Christian standpoint, for an individual
to surrender rights.

But we cannot agree with the jundge, in
finding in Christ’s cleansing of the temple, a
parallel to the preacher’s participation in the
““affairs of this world.” The cleansing of the
temple was not a secular affair in any sence.
The judge also trips over ‘‘sahbath-breakjng,”
as is natnral for one who regards Sabbat[ob-
servance as a secular thing. %

<

GROWTH OF SPIRITUALISM.

[A St. Louis clergyman, who wishes his
name withheld, speaks as follows concerning
the rapid growth of Spiritualism :—]

Don’t put my name in“the paper, but you
may say that a clergyman who has been twenty
years in the pulpit is greatly astonished at the
growth of modern Spiritualism, not only in

‘this country, but throughout the world, at

the present time. It is spreading in the
churches as well as ontside of them. Its con-
verts used to be entirely from the infidel and
atheist classes—so much so that Spiritualism
itself was ranked, and rightly so—as a species
of infidelity. But now vast numbers of peo-
ple who commune with Catholic and Protest-
ant churches are believers in spiritual mani-
festations, and would rather give up their
Christianity than abandon their Spiritual-
ism.

The Catholic Charch made a strong fight
against Spiritualism, but it is unable to beat
it down. Some of the more intelligent Cath-
olics here and elsewhere are among the most
ardent Spiritualists. I cannot say how they
reconcile the one belief with the other, but
they manage to do it—at least they hald to
their Catholic faith openly and to their Bpir-
itnalistic faith secretly. Andso with Method-

ists, Presbyterians, Baptists and Episcopa-

lians. There is no Christian denomination
to-day a part of whose membership is not
tinged with Spiritualism.

-

WHAT IS THE MATTER WITH SPAIN?

THE decreptitude of Spain is to-day a mat-
ter of general note and comment among the
observing people of all lands. Once the
queen of the nations, she is now shorn of all
just claims to the rank of a first-class power.
Her glory is departed; the insignia of her
former greatness is everywhere covered with
the melancholy tracings of decay.

Recently an insurrection broke out among
some Spanish tributaries in Morocco, to sup-
press which taxed Spain’s military power
gseverely; and for more than a year now past
she has exerted herself to put an end to re-
bellion in Cuba, but the prospect is that the
task will prove beyond her strength. A sim-
ilar but less formidable Cuban uprising in
recent times was put down only after a ten
years’ struggle. From the modern newspaper
narrative of Spain’s military attempts, it is

with a feeling almost of amazement that
our thoughts revert to the exploits of the
men who bore the Spanish ensign throngh
Mexico and Peru. :

The barbarities which mark Spain’s course
in the present contest are but another token
of her weakness. ‘And while there is rebel-
lion abroad, there is division and bankruptcy
at home.

The question we have propounded is fully
answered in the article which we reprint in
this issue from the Missionary Review on the
need of the gospel in Spain. It is not Time,
but Rome, which has made Spain what she is
to-day. More faithfully than any other na-
tion, Spain has adhered to the papal church,
and the results are visible in a corresponding
degree. And it was not long since that a
papal gpokesman in this land openly declared,
““What Rome has done for other countries,
she will do for the United States.” Yes;
without a doubt she will, if she is given the
chance. It is this that adds a terrible inter-
est to the spectacle which Spain presents to-
day. The fearful question is, Will the Amer-
ican people allow Rome to do for our country
what she has done for Spain ? 8.

-
>

SLAVERY UNDER THE BRITISH FLAG.

[The Christian Work, Aug. 13, 1896.]

Ir it seems incredible that slavery should
still exist under the protection of the British,
it is none the less a fact, for the system ex-
ists in the British protectorate of Zanzibar,
East Africa. The most authentic informa-
tion on the subject is supplied by an agent of
the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society,
who was recently sent to Zanzibar on a mis-
gion of inquiry. From his report it is ascer-
tained that the slaves number a million and
a quarter, that the slave trade is active, and
that fresh supplies of slaves are brought to
the mainland every year.

Professor Nicholson, of Edinburgh, who
visited the protectorate a short time ago, has
published a book setting forth the facts in
the case. He was amazed to learn when at
Zanzibar that nineteen-twentieths of the
black people whom he saw were slaves; and
here it was that he first discovered to what
an extent negro slavery yet exists under the
British flag and under the protection of the
British Crown. He also mentions the cir-
cumstance that Mr. Stanley, speaking in the
British Parliament, has opposed emancipa-
tion, taking the ground that it wounld be
unadvisable, and arguing that the slavery
question of Zanzibar ought to be left in the
hands of the British authorities there.

Professor Nicholson found reason to be-.
lieve, upon investigation, that the yoke of
the slave there was not always heavy, and that
he may even be comfortable. But he refuces,
and rightly so, to accept this as any justifica-
tion for the system. Most of the slave traders
and slave holders are Arabs; but these Arabs
are subject to British law, which is the guar-
dian of slavery. He calls for the total and
immediate abolition of the slave system in
Zanzibar, which flourishes under the British
flag, and under the rule of the British mili-
tary administrator.

And now we have from London, and natur-
ally so, the information that the British Gov-
ernment is stirred up by the statements made
in the report of the agent of the British ard
Foreign Anti-Slavery Society, and has within
a month past instructed the protectorate au-
thorities at Zanzibar to take means for the
speedy abolishment of the legal status of
slavery. Other instructions, previonsly given,
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to bring about the limitation of the power of
the slave dealers and drivers, have been disre-
garded by the men to whom they were ad-
dressed; and it will be necessary to wait for
further information in order to know to what
extent the latest orders from London are
obeyed by the British Consul and General
Matthews, who administers the affairs of
Zanzibar, and who enrich themselves by the
profits of negro slavery.

Professor Nicholson says in his book that
when a boy at school he had learned that ““a
slave cannot exist on British soil,” or in any
part of the British Dominions, or under the
British flag, or upon a British ship sailing
o’er the main, in any part of the globe. He
was sadly undeceived when he visited the
British protectorate of Zanzibar and discov-
ered a quarter of a million of persons of both
sexes and all ages held as slaves under the
British flag. We cannot doubt British pub-
lic sentiment will ultimately compel the ex-
termination of the traffic, althongh the toler-
ation of the system so long, and England’s
course with reference to the opium traffic in
India and China, show that nations given to
rebuking other nations for some particular
sin are no less inclined to possess and cherish
their own favorite vices.

<>

RELIGION NOT WANTED IN THE POLITICAL
CAMPAIGN.

[New Orleans Times-Democrat, Aug. 10, 1896.]

As the T%imes-Democrat has noted, a num-
ber of ministers have lately sought to bring
. religion into the present presidential cam-
paign, although the great question at issme
is a purely economic one. The goldbug papers
are beginning to see that their canse is most
likely to suffer from the effort to connect re-
ligion with finance, and the indiscreet utter-
ances of some members on this snbject.
What seems to have caused the most surprise
and disgust is the interview recently pub-
lished with Bishop John P. Newman, of the
Methodist Episcopal Church, who said :—

In the conferences committed to my charge there
are something over 1,000 ministers. I shall call their
attention to what I believe is the plain duty of the
clergy, and shall urge upon them the importance of
using all the influence they possess, in the pulpit and
out, against the danger which threatens our country,
against the possible trinmph of Bryan and Sewall and
the election of a Congress that is pledged to pass a
free-silver coinage measure.

The Springfield Republican, which is one
of the most sensible goldbug journals of the
country, and which has been giving its friends
plenty of good advice, warns them again not
to cherish the idea that these ministerial
utterances will help their cause.

Remember Burchard, it cries warningly.
Mr. Blaine’s managers thought they were
playing a trump card when they got the
ministers together in New York to welcome
him; and never dreamed that the ministerial
card would bring ruin npon him.

We have had a still more striking proof of
the mistake of this policy in Canada only a
few weeks ago, when the Conservatives thought
to strengthen themselves by religious support,
only to find that it had proved a boomerang
and roined them. But let the Republican
speak for itself:—

Mr. Hanna should see to this at once. We do not
want the fight for gold Burchardized by any in-
discreet prelate. Such an act as Bishop Newman
proposes would be the acme of stupidity and blun-
dering.

‘What happened to meddling clericalism in Capada
the other day is quite as likely to happen to meddling
clericalism in the United States. This silver question

is a matter for discussion, and if it is a matter for
discussion it is a matter concerning which honest men
may differ, and a political and economic question con-
cerning which honest men may differ is not a question
calling for the interference of the church.

Bishop Newman’s thousand parsons can be better
occupied than in turning their pulpits and altars into
political stumps.

The Republican is thoroughly right, and
it is to be hoped that its advice will be fol-
lowed. The campaign is broad enough al-
ready without bringing religion into it.

-

THE GOSPEL IN SPAIN.

[Missionary Review of the World, August, 1896.]

It is frequently asked, ¢ What need is
there for sending evangelical missionaries to
S ?” Does not the following simple re-
ply Aufliciently answer the question ?

~18 the inalienable right of every man to
own a copy of the Bible and to have the
liberty to read it for himself. Every com-
munity in which the Bible is not within the
eagy reach of every man, or where the ‘‘ word
of God is bound ” is a true missionary field to
which the Christian missionary may not only
go with propriety, but to which, from the
evangelical standpoint, it is his duty to go to
make known the trath. The question to be
asked therefore is: ‘‘ Are the masses in Spain
allowed by their religions teachers to freely
read and stady for themselves the Word of
God ?” If they are, I would say: ¢ Let the
misgionary go elsewhere; let him spend his
money and life in taking the Bible and in
explaining its message and in teaching its
doctrines to people who do not have it.”

We who have the Bible in our hands are
aware that the Apostle Paul intended to visit
Spain, and, so far as anything to the contrary
is known, he did so; and we can imagine the
gospel that he must have preached! Spanish
Roman Catholic tradition, however, entirely
ignores Paul’s proposed journey to Spain,
and it affirms that Saint James was the first
apostle to visit Spain—Santiago,—who in
sculptures and in paintings innunmerable is
represented as mounted on his white horse,
and, with a lance in hand, prancing over the
heads of the hapless Moors. That which in-
teregts us now, however, is not whether Paul,
or J}mes, or any other apostle or disciple in
particular was the first to preach the gospel
in Spain, but, rather, whether ‘¢ the glorious
gospel,” which either the one or the other of
the apostolic band must have preached, is the
Christianity of the Spanish Church of to-day.
Does the ‘‘word of the Lord have free course”
in Spain of to-day ?

A few facts taken from a multitude that
might be cited will give us the answer to that
question.

The archbishop of the see of Santiago de
Campostela, the capital of Galicia, one of the
most' important dioceses of all Spain, on one
occasion promised to give to a Protestant of
that parish a Roman Catholic Bible in ex-
change for his Protestant Bible; but after
spending a long time in looking for one, he
had to confess that he could not find one in
the episcopal palace—that he would ¢‘ have
to send for it to Barcelona,” all across the
peninsula!

In the city of Zaragoza, on one occasion,
one of the canons of the cathedral of La
Virgen del- Pilar, now and for many years
one of the most popular shrines in Spain,
took upon himself the mission of winning
back to the church of Rome a class of bright
young men, members of our Evangelical
Church. All testified to his trained skill as

a controversialist, and to his gentle ways and
winning manners both in conversation and in
debate. Once and again some of these young
men—after he had met them in their own
hall—accepted the invitation to visit him in
his private apartments, where they still fur-
ther discussed, among others, the questions
of justification by faith, Christ as our only
mediator, and prayer—our young men ever
appealing to the Bibles that they carried in
their pockets. This rather piqued our good
canon, and it forced him, much against his
will, to refer to his Bible, which they insisted
he should do. And here was his weak point.
He knew that he did not know even his own
Roman Catholic Bible. Once he confusedly
sought a familiar New Testament passage in
the Old Testament, among the books of which
he floundered painfully until the Protestant
boys came to his rescue. That was the end
of his mission. But not long after this epi-
sode he was elevated to a bishopric, and it
was no secret that it was in reward for his
active efforts to reclaim the Protestants that
infest that district.

If the bishops show such ignorance of the
Word of God, it is not to be wondered at that
the parish or village priest should be found
at a still lower level. A missionary was talking
with one of these when the question of the
worship of images came up. Allusion was
made to the second commandment; and when
he quoted the words, ¢‘ Thou shalt not make
unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of
anything that is in the heaven above, or that
is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water
under the earth: Thou shalt not bow down
thyself to them,” the honest priest, instead
of arguning, as an astuter man would have
done, that Roman Catholics do not wership
images, nor bow down to them, but only to
the being or the spirit that they represent or
that they suggest, he frankly admitted that
they do worship them, and that their worship
was permitted if not taught by the church;
and he declared that he could not believe that
the words quoted by my friend were to be
found in the Bible, and much less in the
Roman Catholic Bible. So a copy of the
Bible sanctioned by his church was produced.
He read and reread the fatal words, and could
hardly believe his own eyes. At last, with
hands clenched and teeth set, he turned on
his heel, and with intensest feeling exclaimed :
““God made a mistake when he put that in
the Bible!” Poor man! he could not believe
that his church could be guilty of deliberately
suppressing that part of the Decalogue from
its liturgies and from its catechisms; he could
more easily believe that God had blundered!
‘¢ And if the blind lead the blind, both shall
fall into the ditch.”

The Roman Catholic Church in Spain is
not merely ignorant of the Bible—of their
own Bible for that matter—and indifferent to
its circolation, it is actively and bitterly hos-
tile to it. Pages could be filled with accounts
of the indignities and abuses that evangelists
and colportenrs are continually suffering who
are engaged in this work.

It is not very long ago, and under a much
more liberal government than that of to-day,
that the Custom House authorities in the
great and liberzal city of Barcelona intercepted
an invoice of Bibles that had already been
examined and legally passed, and without
pretense of law—but because advised so to do
by the ecclesiastical authorities, who knew
that they could control the civil cfficers to
whom the case might be appealed—made a
bonfire of them in the open court of the
Custom House! The religious prees joyously
commented on the deed, and boasted with
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delight of ¢“ having revived the aufo da fé of
Inquisitorial times!”

One of the active colporteurs of the Amer-
ican Bible Society in the north of Spain, a
prudent and godly man, is continually re-
porting to me obstruction to his work, and
personal violence on the part of the priests.
One day he found himself a fellow-traveler
in a diligence for several hours with three
women and a village priest, all strangers to
him. TUnder the folds of his ample capa he
carried, concealed on his knees, his colpor-
teur’s pack of Bibles and scripture portions.
The conversation of his companions was
chiefly on the successof a ‘‘mission” that
had recently been held in the parish of one
of the women, the most interesting feature
of which seemed to have been the tearing up
of several Gtospels in the pulpit by one of the
‘“missioners,” and a furious attack npon the
Protestants, and especially upon a man who
was going about through the district selling
Bibles and Gospels to the ignorant and inno-
cent people. If it sometimes does us good to
see ourselves as others see us, our colporteur
passed an edifying hour that forenoon—for it
was of himself that they were unwittingly
talking!

The priest was eager to meet him; he only
hoped he would come into his parish, and
that he should have the good fortune to meet
him face to face. ¢‘I know how to rid my
parish of such vermin. There is no better
remedy for such than a pair of revolvers. Oh,
yes, I know how to do it! It will not be the
first time that I have carried them under my
gown.”

At last they stopped to change the horses,
and the priest and the women left the dili-
gence for a few minutes. At that instant
the thought flashed across our friend’s mind,
‘“ Put a Gospel of Luke into the priest’s bun-
dle, that lies there loosely folded!” and mno
sooner thought than done. The travelers
take their seats again, and before long the
journey is ended and each one goes his own
way—the priest with his bundle.

Three months later the colporteur is in
the neighborhood of that priest. In spite of
the priest’s boasting, he has made several
friends there and has sold a number of Serip-
tures. He asks one of his friends if the
priest ever talks about the Protestants. Yes,
indeed. Some three months ago he fairly
raved against them from the pulpit. He
called them ¢the spawn of hell. Look at
this,” he cried, and he shook a little book in
the face of the congregation. ¢Worse than
Satan they are; for by some black art they
have thrust this book upon me. And do you
know where I found it? On the floor in the
middle of my room! I know not who put it
there, nor how he did it; but this I tell you
and of this I warn him: once I come to know
what Protestant has dared to pollute my room
with ¢Ais, I will do to him what I now do to
it!” And he wrenched the -leaves from the
precious Gospel, crushed them with his
hands, and tore them with his teeth. And
he added, ‘If ever any of you meet any of
these pests of the earth, anything that you
may do to them, even to the killing of them,
will be well done!’” *

But why multiply these cases? They are
but a few taken from many that show what
the attitnde of the immense majority of the
Spanish priesthood is toward the Word of
God—a priesthood without the Bible, ignor-
ant of the Bible, and in many cases hating
the Bible.

And ¢‘like priest, like people.” Right
here in this little terrestrial paradise of San

* Missionary Herald, January, 1895.

Sebastian, so gently nestling by the side of
the gea, surrounded by the protecting hills,
that one would think that the love and the
goodness of God proclaimed by nature would
fill and soften every heart; right here, so
recently that it seems but as yesterday, there
occurred a case the memory of which makes
one shudder. A member of our church, a
daunghter of the Basques, loved her Bible and
read it as a child reads with love and rever-
ence the treasured letters of a dear friend,
which late in life have been discovered by
others and have been placed in her hands.
Her fanatical Roman Catholic husband took
that Bible, laid it upon the block at the door
of their cottage, and with his ax chopped it
to pieces. When she died suddenly a little
later we were not allowed to know of her ill-
ness or death until she was buried.*

But, not to make this recital too long, it
may be said that the immense distance that
all too often separates the intelligent heartfelt
worship of the evangelical Bible-loving Chris-
tian from that of the Roman Catholic of this
country is strikingly manifested in the public
processions for prayer and thanksgiving, and
in the relation of the bull-fight to the religious
Jietas.

At the time of the last epidemic of chelera
in Spain, when the population of Zaragoza
was nearly decimated and great numbers died
in the country near about us, San Sebastian
escaped almost entirely. San Sebastian is the
religious center of one of the most sincere and
faithful Roman Catholic communities in the
world ; and how did it give thanks to Almighty
God for the unspeakable blessing of having
been practically freed from the scourge that
had wrought such havoc in 8o many of its sis-
ter cities and provinces?

The city government, then made up of es-
pecially Catholic and devout men, ordered the
singing of the Te Deum in the principal church
of the city, at which all the government offi-
cials and the entire consular force of the city
attended, and which was conducted with un-
usual pomp. This in the forenoon of a sab-
bath day; and at noon, and again in the af-
ternoon of the same day, these city fathers
arranged sham bull-fights, or, as the public
announcement says, *“ Se correrdn dos bueyes
bravos” (‘“ Two fierce bullocks will be
baited ).

The animals are tied with long ropes in the
center of the public square, and are then tor-
tured by a crowd of men and boys armed with
pointed sticks and with goads until, in the
effort to escape their tormentors, the bullocks
rush one way and another, upsetting those of
the rabble who may be entangled by the
ropes. And this is the ¢‘thanksgiving” of
Christians! '

But to go no farther away than the very
week in which I am writing this article. Last

Sunday, the 24th of this month of May, was -

the Feast of Pentecost in the Episcopal and
Roman C(atholic Christian year. Judging
from what we know of the Day of Pentecost,
from the tender and stirring narrative in the
Acts of the Apostles, one would suppose that
any church calling itself Christian would try
to celebrate the day, if it thought of deing so
at all, in a truly spiritual and devout way.
In the morning, it is true, there will be cele-
brated a mass; in rare cases, and only in the
more important cities, will there be preach-
ing; but in Madrid last Sunday there was a
bull-fight, as there is there every important
feast day of the year, including the Sundays
—with the sole exception, I believe, of Good
‘Friday! And the unfortunate cities that
have not the money for so splendid an exhi-

* Missionary Herald, January, 1896,

bition of their joy and thankfulness for the
outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the primi-
tive Christians on that memorable day do
more humbly and economically show the fer-
vor of their piety by worrying the baited ox
in the town or the village plaza. Our dear
little San Sebastian can aspire to that degree
of emotion.

How far removed from all that is worthy
the name of Christian must be the heart that
would not be shocked by the matter-of-fact
and common-place announcement in the morn-
ing paper, received by telegraph during the
night, that ‘“The bulls of Pentecost™ (los
toros de Pentecostés), of Madrid, proved to be
‘‘a poor lot; dull, lazy, and not showing fight
until a number of explosive darts had been
fired into them which rent great holes in their
sides and awakened in them a fine frenzy.”
Themultitude left the bull-ring quite disgusted
that the pentecostal feast had been such a
failare.

On the other hand, the bulls on the day of
the Ascension of our Lord—some days before
—were a ‘‘brave lot, and disemboweled the
horses in splendid style,” and well-nigh killed
the brilliant forero Reverter, who was ‘co-
lossal through all the fight.” And this morn-
ing I'read that in Bilbao they have taken time
by the forelock and have already ‘‘engaged the
bulls for Corpus Christi!”

Only one case more to close this study of
the ¢¢Christianity of the Spain of to-day.”
For months the country has been afflicted
with a drought that has threatened the crops
in a great many of the provinces. As the
weeks went by and no rain fell the anxious
people scanned the heavens for signs of relief;
at last these appeared, as in the order of na-
ture they were sure to do, and then, and not
until then, did the ecclesiastical authorities
bring out their miracle-working images, and
bones, and relics to bring the rain.

San Isidro is the patron saint of Madrid.
They say that they have preserved his bones
in that city for centuries. For many years
these had not been exposed for “‘veneration,”
nor had they been taken out in solemn pro-
cession through the streets. Never was there
greater need than now that he should work a
miracle, for the farms around Madrid were
parched and'dry. The day was announced
when the bones of the saint would be taken

_out, and all the faithfal were urged to swell

the ranks of the procession. But the clouds
that had been gathering for two or three days
broke up and were wafted away, and the sun
looked out again from a brazen sky. It was
too plain that the bringing of rain out of so
dry a sky would be too much to expect of even
the patron saint of Madrid. So the authori-
ties announced that it had not occurred to
them that a dull-fight had been organized for
that same day and hour, and as they did not
wish to force the faithful to lose the bull-fight
while following the procession, they ‘¢ had
decided to postpone the procession,” and all
Madrid langhed, and the bones of San Isidro
remained undisturbed until a more propitious
occasion.

Travelers waited in Madrid from day to
day, wishing to see the great function that
would rival the processions of the holy week
in Seville. But no, the sun blazed and the
saint waited. At last nature came to the help
of the sorely tried managers of the show, and
the heavy clouds full of water hung over the
thirsty land. The prccession was formed,
the saint was aroused, and the miracle was
performed! While they were parading the
streets a gentle shower fell, and shortly after
the rain poured down not only in Madrid, but
in other parts of the country, until in
some places the floods have drowned or have
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washed away what the drought had not
killed.

But while the papers are telling of this mir-
acle wrought by San Isidro in Madrid, and
by other bones or images in other places, how
many really believe it?  Probably a few, a
very few, and those among the most ignorant.
And yet the farce goes on; for no one among
them -all dares to be the first to voice the
belief — the unbelief—in almost all their
hearts.

One of the leading Roman Catholic papers
laments in bitter terms the widespread national
impiety mixed up in these demonstrations of
loyal catholicity. It says:—

The horrible, the fearful, that which hurts and dis-
heartens, is to see a people that is suffering the ca-
lamities that to day weigh upon Spain, forming part
in a procession of penitence and of prayer in the
same spirit as they would assist at a bull fight; to
amuse themselves with the show, to laugh at the in-
terruptions and the occurrences, not in the spirit of
simple indifference and lack of religious interest,
but with ostentatious impiety, the men with their
hats on and making coarse fun of everything—
one’s soul revolts at the shameless speeches and the
blasphemies that are heard on every hand and at
every step.

The word of God is first ruled out of the
church and home, so that the benighted con-
science shall become the slave of the priest;
then npon thisignorance and docility is reared
an immense fabric of man-made rites and cer-
emonies, confessions and penitences, that
starve the mind and dwarf the sonl. Super-
stition is heaped npon fable until the soul re-
acts from the very absurdity and impossibility
of the old wives’ tales and the ridiculous
claims of a worldly priesthood; and then nat-
urally and inevitably follows the baldest irre-
ligion while ¢ following the procession” be-
cause ‘‘our fathers did so,” and because the
weakened soul dares not face the sneers of a
churchly infidelity that finds it easier ‘‘to take
things as they are” than to commence a strug-
gle that will not end until death.

And does one wish yet to ask, ‘“What need
is there for sending evangelical missionaries
to Spain?” If the picture that I have drawn
is painful it is because that is the character
of the facts. I have ‘‘not set down aught in
malice;” I have rcited the facts only for the
purpose of making clear to the reader the
conditions of the country from the religious
point of view. No one more quickly than
myself would deprecate a censorions or polem-
ical spirit in such a matter. It is not ounrs to
git in judgment on our fellows; but it is our
mission, in all charity and gentleness of spirit,
to give to this people the gospel of Christ;
if they do not want it, to press it upon them;
if they revile ns and persecute us, to revile
not again. Rev. W. 1I. Grrick.

San Sebastian, Spain.

-

WHY WE OPPOSE SUNDAY LAWS.

WE object to Sunday laws not because they
require observance of that particular day, but
because of the principle involved. Sunday
laws are wrong, they work hardship and in-
justice, they tend to destroy free heart service
to God, thus making hypocrites. For these
and similar reasons we oppose and wonld op-
pose all such meuasures.

Disguise their motive as they may by
pleas for a rest day for the laboring man, the
fact remains that the great majority of those
who desire such laws make the demand de-
cause they regard Sunday as a sacred day.
Therefore the passage of a Sunday law is State
interference in religious matters and involves
the judicial decision of religious questions. It

follows that by enacting such laws the State
usurps a prerogative of God.

And not only so, but Sunday laws are unjust
to man. There are in every State, and in-
deed in almost every neighborhood, three
classes, namely, (1) Christians who regard
Sunday religiously, (2) Christians who do not
regard Sunday, but who do regard the sev-
enth day, and (3) non-religious persons who
regard sll days alike. Sunday laws necessar-
ily discriminate between these classes.

If, as is sometimes the case, the seventh-
day Christians are exempted from the provis-
ions of the law, then it is a fact that they are
favored above others simply because they are
Christians. They are granted certain privil-

eges on account of their religion, and that is

contrary to the spirit of American institutions.
If they are not exempted and required to obey
the law and refrain from Sunday work, they
are deprived of one-sixth of their God-given
time for conscience’ sake. But in any event
the non-religious are forced to observe, to
some extent, a religious institution in which
they have no faith.

R d

NOT DEPENDENT UPON MAN.

CoLONEL INGERSOLL is reported as saying,
concerning. the Sunday question, ‘“ We have
got to destroy the Sabbath.”

The Colonel could scarcely have said a
more unfortunate thing; nor one that would
have better pleased the Sunday-law advocates.
A fight for personal liberty is one thing, and
a fight against a cherished institution is quite
another. A great many men who would
quite agree with Mr. Ingersoll were he to
insist that personally he has a perfect right
to rest, play, or work on Sunday, just as he
gees fit, will have no sympathy with his ex-
pressed determination to destroy ‘‘the Sab-
bath.”

As a matter of fact, however, aside from the
question of what day is the true Sabbath, it
is impossible for any man or for any number
of men to destroy it. The Sabbath is not
dependent upon the will of men, the wicked
colonel and the presumptuous Sunday-law
advocates to the contrary notwithstanding.

Probably those who insist that ‘‘Sunday
laws are necessary for the preservation of the
Sabbath,” do not realize that their words are
a confession that their so-called sabbath is
only a man-made institution. That which
man has instituted he may annul; but God’s
institutions are not dependent upon the will
of men. The Sabbath was made a sign be-
tween God and his people (Eze. 20:20), and
so long as there remains upon the earth a
single soul, loyal to his Maker, the Sabbath
will serve the purpose for which it was insti-
tuted; yea, and of the new earth (2 Peter 3:
13), God has declared, that ‘‘from one new
moon to another, and from one Sabbath to
another, shall all flesh come up to worship
before” him. Isa. 66:23.

The Sabbath will survive all the attacks of
both presuming and wicked men. The for-
mer may blasphemously assume that the Sab-
bath is dependent upon them, and the latter
may endeavor to destroy it, but the event will
prove them equally helpless. The Sabbath
lives in the hearts and lives of God’s people,
and in the facts set forth in the fourth com-
mandment, namely, that ‘“in six days the
Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all
that in them is, and rested the seventh day:

wherefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day,

and hallowed it.” It is, therefore, equally
foolish to talk of preserving or of destroying
it.

THE POLITICAL ‘ ATHEIST.”

IT has ever been the custom of persons who
have been fighting to maintain the crumbling
theories of Church and State, to call their
opponents ‘‘atheists.” It is done to-day
(especially by Sunday-law advocates), and it
was done by the enemies of American insti-
tutions a century ago. Our good old
“‘fathers”—Washington and his co-laborers—
had to receive the appellation over and over
again.

Madison, in one of his essays, gives an il-
lustration of the common anti-constitutional
style of argmnment then, which sounds very
like that of the religio-political reformer of
to-day:—

“You are destitute, I perceive,” ssys the anti-
republican, ‘‘of every quality of a good citizen, or
rather, a good subject. You have neither the light of
faith, nor the spirit of obedience. I denounce you to
to the government as an accomplice of atheism and
anarchy.”

¥ And so saying he (the anti-republican) let
the argument drop, presumably because he
thought that calling American principles
‘“‘atheism and anarchy,” was at once both the
strongest argument and severest chastisement
that he could give them.

-

NOT A CHRISTIAN NATION.

It would be difficult to use language in a
looser way than by calling this ¢‘a Christian
nation.” In all the nation there is not a sin-
gle town, nor a village even, in which the
people are all Christians. A single family in
which all are Christians is seldom found; and
individual Christians are not abundant. We
do not say these things to find fault; we are
simply stating the facts in the case, as every
person knows who looks at things as they are.
Let any person anywhere in the land honestly
ask himself the question, and honestly answer
it, How many of my immediate neighbors and
acquaintances actually show in the works of
a godly life that they are real, consistent
Christians? In the face of facts as they are,
the answer only can be, Very few. How many
are really separate from the world, and con-
formed to the will of Christ?

The trouble is that they put upon the term
“Christian” a construction so loose that there
is scarcely any discernible distinction between
many of those who bear it and those who do
not, and then spread the term over the whole
mass, and thuos they have a ¢¢ Christian” na-
tion. But so long as the term ¢ Christian”
means what the word of God means—so long
as it means strict conformity to the precepts
of Christ—just so long it will be that this is
not, and cannot be, a Christian nation,
except by each individual’s becoming a Chris-
tian by an abiding, working faith in Christ.

-
D

DAMAGED BOOKS.

SEND to Pacific Press Publishing Co., 39
Bond St., New York, for list of excellent
books slightly damaged by handling; selling
at half price.

-
.

PAPERS WANTED.

Mgs. M. L. THoMPsOoN, 1002 Beauregard
Street, Marshall, Tex., would like a few late
clean Signs and SENTINELS for missionary
work.
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Waterman’s Ideal
' Fountain  Pen

Claims first attention, as it certainly is

The Best Fountain Pen on the Market.

Other makes may be good, but the WATERMAN IS THE BEST, Some points of
excellence are:—

The fine quality of the gold pens;
Th9 reliability of its feed, which has stood a ten years' test;

The absence of any portion of the fend on the top of the pen point, whereby
untrammeled and acts with all the ease and grace of any first-class gold pen.

it is left

Among those who use the Waterman Pen are:—

REV. LYMAN ABBOTT, Editor “ Christian Union,” New York. @~ CHAUNCEY M. DEPEW, Pres. N. Y. C. A H. R.
1. Co. HON. W. E. GLADSTONE, llawardcn, England. JOHN WANAMAKER, Ex-Postmaster General. And
thrnisaiids of others whose judgment may safely be trusted, all of whom with one consent pronounce the Waterman

“THE BEST FOTINT-AINT™ PEN.”

. iimong the many excellent features of this pen. to some of which we call a'tention, stands one of no mean value, and that
is the shape of the holder. ‘Lhere is. in the new style, no prominent collar or shoulder to come in contact with the fingers when,
\v iting, but the holder has the pleasing touch of any ordinary good pen holder.

The Waterman makes a most acceptable present to a parent, to a child, to a brother, to a sister, to a friend, to anybody
and will be SENT AT OUR RISK to any address in America on receipt of price.
In ordering state what kind of a pen you like best. Whether stiff or flexible, fine or coarse,

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED.

No. 12. Ladies’size. [Small] $2.50. No. 14. Gentlemen’s size - - $4.00.
"3, “ 3.50. “ 15, [Large] 5.00.
No. 16. [Very large] $6.00.

Address,

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO.,

39 BOND STREET, NEW YOBK.

KANSAS CITY, MO. OAKLAND, CAL.

THE NATIONAL SUNDAY LAW. Arguments in behalf

13 ”
BefOI‘e He IS Twenty, of the rights of American citizens, presented by A. T. Jones
_OR- in opposition to the Blair Sunday Rest Bill. A thorough cat-
- A echism upon the subject of Church and State. 192 pages.
Five Perplexmg Phases of the BOY Price, 25 cents. Sendfor Spring Catalog of Publications.
Question," PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO.,

39 Bond Street, New York City.
Kansas City, Mo.
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The Only Alternative of Success.

-By G. H. LYON.-

Some Condition of Success in the Pro-
hibition Party is Wanting. What Is It?

‘The Sunday issue has become so involved with the prohi
bition issue, {)reason of the compulsory holiday, making an
idle day; and by reason of diverting of work for prohibition
to one day in seven; that it behooves Prohibitionists quickly
to give heed to it.

Note on pages 7 and 8. THE ABSOLUTE CONDITION.

“o12 TESTING THE CONDITION.

* 15 A COMPULSORY HOLIDAY
WORKS EVIL.

“ 16 THE DIFFERENCE.

See page 22, “For Repeal of the Sunday Laws.” Protection
for every man equally in his right to one day of rest in seven;
whichever day he holds, not by compulsory Sabbath laws, but
in freedom to"worship God.

PRICE, 15c. 8 COPIES $1.00,

Address, G. H. LYON, Sistersville, W. Va.

TREAT

YOUR CATARRH

“ SUCCESS” NASAL SYRINGE
Remedies are useless unless hey are ap lied
to the disease. The ,‘Success” will do this b
means of a soft rubber tube inserted in the nasal
cavity, as shown by cut. Catarrh can be CURED
with this syringe Dy the simple use of Glycerine,
diluted with water. Sent postpaid on receipt of

75C. Address, A. Mallett, 39 Bond Street, New York City.

Interesting facts

Is the name of a neat little book of 96 pages, 4~x5 inches,
bound in heavy paper, brim full of “*interesting facts,"
questions and answers on different subjects, religious and
political;

“ A Father’s Talk to a Careless Daughter,”
“How to Bring Up a Son,”
“ How to Bring Down a Son,” etc., etc.

The last 21 pages are an album containing the portraits of
21 different sovereigns of Europe, and is worth alone the
price of the book.

Regular price. 25 cents; we will send it post-paid for 20 cents
in stamps.  Address, Pacific Press Pub. Co,

39 Bond Street, New York.

Its Disorders arid
How to Core Them

KKLLOGG, M. 13,

Member of the British and American Association for the

the Society of Hygiene, of France.
and Rational” Medicine, etc.

HELPFUL BOOK FOR PARENTS. O™ "
It is divided, into five chapters, T H E S T O M A C H
by as many different writers, each
treating of a particular phase of a
boy?s life.
The first chapter, “The Boy and
His Father,” by Robert J. Bur-
dette, is alone worth many times
the price of the book to any father
of a young boy. ISY «. II.
The other chapters, “A¥nev He Superintendent of the Battle Creek (Micli.) Sanitarium; [ 1
Decides,” ‘“*The Boy in the Advancement of Science: the American Microscopical Saciety;
Office, “His Evenings and Amusements,” and Author of the ;ini" H 111 lioak of Domestic Hygiene
“ Looking Toward a Wife,” are all important and
helpful.
104 pages, bound in cloth, embossed 1 jet nnd gold,

........................................................... 75 cents.
PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING COMPANY,
43 Bond Street, New York City.

This Book Presents in a Nut=shell What Every Person Ought to
Know About the Stomach, Its Functions in Health, the
Symptoms Produced by Disease, and the Best

Methods of Cure

FACTS : FOR ; THE

------CONTAINING

TIMES, The Work; is

Historical Extracts, Candid Admissions from Authors,
ancient and modern, on the live questions of the
present hour, political and religious.

at the Battle Creek Sanitarium, and

sections of the book: ~TIi* Organs of
Maladies of the Modern Stomach;
Yostrums;

|gest|0 ; Fools;

A BOOK FOB THE TIMES. Sanitarium at Battle Creek, Mich., t\

A compilation of facts that are astounding, by Students

of Biblical and Historical Researc%]. are colored*

340 pages. Wine-colored cloth binding:. Half-buffing, gilt edges, $2.00.

PRICE, Post-paid, - 75 cents.

PACIFIC PRESS PUB. CO.y

39 Bond Street, New York City Kansas City, Mo.

The work concludes with an exlplanation of -the new arid elaborate method of investigatin
argely the result of researches undertaken there. The
0 the Digestive Fluids; C
Important New Discoveries Relating to Digestion;
ims;  Explanation of the Author's Graphic Mode of Represenfing the Results of f
Examination of the Stomach Fluid by tgeASl/stem of investigation Employed in the Hygienic and Research Laboratories of the

Thoroughly Practical.

disorders of the stomach, in use
following is a list of the leading
General View of the Digestive Process; The
.Symgtoms of Dyspepsia; Quacks and
tomach Work, Obtainable from

The work contains over one hundred cuts, including eleven plates, several of which
Price ofthe book, bound in fine English cloth, with embossed cover, $1.00.

PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING CO,
39 Bond Street, TsTew York City.

Oakland, Cal.
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pr* Any one receiving the American Sentinel without
havin orcﬁ/ered it may know that it is sent to him by some
friend. Therefore, those who have not ordered the Sentinel
need have no fears that they will be asked to pay for it.

The more the clergy have to say about
politics, the less what they have to say
about anything will be respected by the
people.

Wanted—(by advocates of the politico-
religious theory) a political gospel, and a
political Saviour. Until someone is able
to point us to these, we shall continue to
advocate the separation of politics from relig-
ion.

It was Andrew Jackson who said, “ There
are no necessary evils in government, its evils
exist only in its abuses.” True; “forrulers,”
in their legitimates sphere, “ are not a terror
to good works, but to the evil.”

One reason why Russia refuses religious
liberty to her subjects, it is said, is that
were religious liberty to be granted, the State
Church would at once crumble to dust.  This
reveals what union of Church and State does
for the Church.

As will be seen from the article, “ Slavery
Under the British Flag,” on page 267, there
is not so wide a gulf between that practice
and modern civilization as might be supposed.
Questions of principle often become much
obscured by consideration of expediency,
where pecuniary advantage is at stake. It is
this that led to the imposition of the opium
traffic upon protesting but helpless China, by
which many of that nation are reduced to
slavery in its worst form. It is the love of
money that perpetuates virtual slavery in the
ranks of labor in our own land.

The Catholic Review, of August 8, calls
attention to the fact that there is occasion for
Protestants to “ sweep before the door of
Protestantism ” in the matter of oppressive
marriage laws. It will be remembered that
the chief point of complaint raised by the
Methodist ministers who appealed to the pope
in behalf of -Protestants in South America,
was that the laws of Ecuador and Peru did
not recognize any marriage ceremony as valid
unless performed by a Catholic priest. It
appears that the Jew is under very much the
same disability in Protestant Prussia. The
Revieio cites the case of a Jew named lsaac
Flatto, who was married in Prussia about
eight years ago by a Jewish rabbi. “ Shortly
afterwards,” says that journal, “they came to
the United States and settled at Pottstown,
Pa. They have four children. About two
years ago, Flatto deserted his wife, went to
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Baltimore and fmarried9 Jennie Sindlehr,
on Sept. 15, 1895. The wife heard of the
bigamy and instituted proceedings against her
unfaithful husband.”

But it transpired that his first marriage
was “ not legal,” because *“ in Prussia, since
Oct. 1, 1874, a marriage can be legally con-
tracted only before an officer of the State.”
So said the German ambassador at Washing-
ton, and “ hence,” he added, “ a marriage
ceremony performed after that date by a
Jewish rabbi is void and has no legal eonse-
quences whatever.” The Review therefore
suggests that a petition be sent “ to Emperor
William, the head of the Protestant Church
in Germany, to grant religious liberty to the
Jews of Prussia.”

We would remind the Catholic Review,
however, that it is only adherence to a papal
principle that makes Emperor William the
“ head of the Protestant Church in Prussia; ”
and hence the petition would be as much
against the Papacy in the one case as in the
other.

The World (N. Y.) of August 17, prints a
dispatch from Vineland, N. J., dated the
16th, which states that “ at the Malaga camp
meeting this afternoon the Rev. D. H. King,
D. J)., of Vineland, created a sensation by
denouncing in strong terms ‘our gold stand-
ard.” He has usually voted ,the Republican
ticket, and his utterances were a great sur-
prise.” The incident only serves to point
out the fact that on political questions minis-
ters, as well as other persons, are bound to
differ, and their differences when brought to
the surface in pulpit discourses, are sure to
promote discord in the church.

A more terse statement of the designs of the
National Reformers and incidentally of the mis-
sion of the American Sentinel wasnever writ-
ten than that contained in this from the Sen-
tinel Library of April 15,1889: “ The success
of the National Reform movement will be the
destruction of the dearly-bought principle of
American liberty; the destruction of theines-
timable treasure of American citizenship, and
the destruction of every principle of the rights
of conscience under the Government of the
United State3. And because of this we labor
for the defense of the genius of American in-
stitutions.” These words were true of Na-
tional Reform and of this paper in 1889, and
they are equally true of both to-day.

When any person assumes to speak as a
minister of the gospel, he should present what
he has to say from the standpoint of the gos-
pel, and no other. There can be no objec-
tion to his touching upon any question, pro-
vided he does so from this standpoint. But
there is a vast difference between this stand-
point and that of the politician or other sec-
ularist, as concerns the presentation of any
matter, for the reason that the gospel is
always *“ the power of God unto salvation”
from sin, and from the standpoint of the gos-
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pel, the presentation of any duty must always
include the presentation of God’s power to
enable the individual to perform it. The
politician can say, “Thou shalt not steal;”
but that is not gospel unless there is connected
with it the truth of the power of God freely
given and received through faith in his word
to keep the individual from stealing. And
this truth must be presented by the represen-
tative of Jesus Christ.  The politician as such
cannot do it. And it is a sad spectacle that
is seen when a minister of the gospel, pro-
fessing to speak from the standpoint of the
gospel, leaves the truth of the power of God
out of his subject, or chooses a subject of die-
course with which the thought of the power
of God unto salvation can have no proper
connection.

A survey of the religious field in Germany,
according to a writer in the Paris Revue, die-
covers 31,000,000 nominal Protestants, to
17,000,000 Catholics. The province of Bran-
denberg appears to have treasured up more
carefully than any others the spirit of the
Reformation. Hamburg and Berlin are de-
scribed as “ spiritual cemeteries.” The pres-
ent emperor, it is said, “ was so impressed, on
his accession to the crown, with the prevail-
ing decay of religion, that he decided to build
forty new churches at the expense of the
State.” The decay of religion, however, is a
result of that very Church-and-State union of
which the emperor availed himself in defray-
ing the expenses of his “forty new churches.”
The idea that piety can be promoted by a lib-
eral use of brick and mortar, at the expense
of people who take no interest in the work, is
quite in harmony with the theory upon which
Church-and-State union rests; but it is en-
tirely contrary to the teaching of Christianity.

Sunday, Aug. 16, the Rev. Dr. MacAr-
thur, of Calvary Baptist Church, this city,
edified(?) his church congregation with a po-
litical discourse in which he likened the Dem-
ocratic candidate for the Presidency, W. J.
Bryan, to Absolom, the renegade son of
David. The Sentinel has nothing to say
concerning the merits of either side of the
political controversy; but it would point out
that common courtesy, to say nothing of
Christianity, utterly condemns a comparison
so manifestly unjust. It is the least that cour-
tesy demands, that a man who devotes his
time to the advocacy of a political principle,
be credited with honest motives in so doing,
at least until there is clear evidence to the
contrary. Dr. MacArthur is in this not do-
ing anything to help the cause of Christianity.

AMERICAN SENTINEL.

Set for the defense of liberty of conscience, and is therefore
uncompromisingly opposed to anything tending
toward a union of Church and State,
either in name or in fact.

Entered at the New York Post-Office.
Single copy, per year, - - - $1.00
Address, AMERICAN SENTINEL,

39 Bond Street, New York.



